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ITALIAN STUDY CENTRES ONLY. This course is recommended for students with an
interest in contemporary ltalian culture and style. The course focuses on aspects of
post-war Italian culture including cuisine, fashion, religious beliefs and the
persistence of superstition. Lectures cover topics such as the role of women, food
and wine as cultural traditions, the effect of social change, and culture and style.
Lectures are supported by field visits, food and wine tasting sessions, and audio-

visual materials.

Prerequisites: TBD

Aims and Objectives:

The aim of this course is to enable students to become better acquainted with the
society in which they will be living by providing them with background and insight into
Italian culture and society, and to provide them with the means to deepen their
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understanding of Italian culture and daily life. The focus is on society, culture and style
in post-war Italy.

Programme Outcomes:

*stand alone

This is located at the archive maintained by the Academic Registry and found at:
http://www.richmond.ac.uk/content/academic-schools/academic-registry/program-

and-course-specifications.aspx

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, successful students should be able to:

demonstrate a broad understanding of the fundamental aspects of modern
Italian society.

demonstrate a broad understanding of the fundamental aspects of Italian
culture.

demonstrate a broad understanding of Italian social structures, including
institutions, groups, and patterns of interaction.

identify and evaluate their own personal experiences of specific cultural and
social dimensions of the Italian way of life.

Indicative Content:

Site visits

First Impression of Italy and Italians — Italian Stereotypes,
History, culture, and food

The family

Organised crime

Rome only:

Vatican, Catholicism, and Contemporary Italy
The Roman Ghetto and the Jewish Community.
The Kingdom, the Empire, the Republic

The Fashion Industry in Rome

The Film Industry in Rome

Florence only:

Florentine football (Calcio storico) and the Palio di Siena
The North/South Divide

Fashion and Design of Contemporary ltaly

Media, Politics and Entertainment

Assessment:


http://www.richmond.ac.uk/content/academic-schools/academic-registry/program-and-course-specifications.aspx
http://www.richmond.ac.uk/content/academic-schools/academic-registry/program-and-course-specifications.aspx
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This course conforms to the Richmond University Standard Assessment Norms
approved at Academic Board (formerly Learning & Teaching Policy Committee and
located at: http://www.richmond.ac.uk/admitted-students/

Teaching Methodology:
The course consists of lectures supported by audio-visual material, and some field
visits.

Bibliography:
See syllabus for complete reading list

IndicativeText(s):
Mignone, M.B., 2008. Italy Today: Facing the Challenges of the New Millennium. 7t
revised ed. Peter Lang Publishing Inc.

Ginsborg, P., 2003. /taly and Its Discontents: Family, Civil Society, State: 1980-2001.
Penguin.

Journals

Web Sites
See syllabus for complete list

Please Note: The core and the reference texts will be reviewed at the time of
designing the semester syllabus
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