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Academic School/Department: General Education Department
Programme: Combined Studies

FHEQ Level: 3

Course Title: Fundamentals of Conceptual Thinking
Course Code: EAP 3255

Course Leader: Elizabeth Long

Student Engagement Hours: 120

Lectures: 45

Independent / Guided Learning : 75
Semester: Fall and Spring

Credits: 12 UK CATS credits
6 ECTS credits
3 US credits

Course Description:

The focus of this course is on developing students’ ability to deal with concepts. Students
will be shown how concepts can be both assimilated and manipulated. This is an
essential skill to master, as it lays the foundation for the critical thinking skills that form
an integral part of degree level work. Practice will be given in using conceptual
vocabulary in essays and discussions, and students will be expected to summarise
different and sometimes contradictory theories and apply them critically. A minimum
grade of C on this course and EAP 3260 and EAP 3265 is required for students to
progress to ARW 3195, Principles of Academic Writing.

Prerequisites: None

Aims and Obijectives:

The principal objective of this course is to enable students to understand and manipulate
concepts as part of their learning. The key aims are to enable students to relate a concept
to an actual situation; to explain the concept using conceptual vocabulary; to compare
views on a concept objectively; to use these skills both orally and in writing.

Programme Outcomes :
3B4i, 3Ci, 3D1



Richmond, the American International University in London
05 June 2013

A detailed list of the programme outcomes are found in the Programme Specification.
This is located at the Departmental/Schools page of the portal.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, successful students should be able to

understand selected concepts and apply them to a given situation
use language relating to concepts, both orally and in writing
prepare and produce a structured essay explaining and analysing a given concept

demonstrate cross-cultural awareness and sensitivity by analyzing concepts and
issues from an intercultural perspective

Indicative Content:

What are concepts?

Conceptual vocabulary

Note-taking from a text

Note-taking from an audio-visual source

Active and appropriate participation in group discussions
Explanation of key concepts contained in a text/audio-visual source

e Presentation of a concept based on personal knowledge/experience
e Cross-cultural comparison of a concept
e C(ritical use of the ideas of others objectively in essay writing
Assessment:
The course is evaluated as follows:
Summative Word count Weighting
Assessment Items
3 essays 500 — 700 words each | 60%
Mid-term exam 500 words 10%
Final exam 700 words 30%
Teaching Methodology:

Lectures, texts, films and video clips will all encourage group and class discussion leading
to engagement with the topic and the related concepts. Written and oral tasks will be
designed to provide opportunities for students to share their relevant personal experience

based on their home culture.

Bibliography:

Reading texts will be handed out in class

Indicative text(s):
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An English/English dictionary such as MacMillan English Dictionary for Advanced 1 earners

Please Note: The core and the reference texts will be reviewed at the time of designing the semester
syllabus
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